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President Bush voiced strong support for
Scouting and lauded the BSA for its fight
against drug abuse. He appeared at the 12th
National Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Va., on
August 7, 1989.

‘‘The Boy Scouts of America has assumed a
leadership role in confronting this problem
[drug abuse]. You are teaching self-protec-
tion strategies against drugs and other
dangers. You have circulated these strate-
gies in direct language in a very successful

pamphlet called Drugs: A Deadly Game. And you have done something else—you are lead-
ing the youth of America by example.’’

President Bush, a former Cub Scout, praised
Scouting and its enduring values when he
appeared by video to the 40,000 Scouts, volun-
teers, and leaders at the 15th National Scout
Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Va., in July 2001.

“Times and challenges change, yet the
values of Scouting will never change.
Scouts of any era would recognize every
word that you live by today, because those
words have always defined Scouting. The
goodness of a person and of the society he
or she lives in often comes down to very

simple things, and the words found in the Scout Law. Every society depends on trust and
loyalty, on courtesy and kindness, on bravery and reverence. These are the values of
Scouting, and these are the values of America.”

One of the causes contributing to the success of the Boy Scouts of America
has been the thoughtful, wholehearted way in which each 

President of the United States since William Howard Taft in 1910 
has taken an active part in the work of the movement. 

Each served as Honorary President during his term in office.

The Presidents of the United States 
and the Boy Scouts of America

George W. Bush ▲

George H. Bush ▲

President Clinton greeted 30,000 Scouts and
leaders and 6,000 staff at the 1997 National
Scout Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Va. He chal-
lenged Scouts and Scouters to spread the word of
the importance of service to other Scouts and
Scouters back home.

“For almost a century, the Boy Scouts of
America have helped to make volunteer
service an American ideal. With every act
of kindness, you’ve strengthened our
nation’s commitment to community and
promoted a sense of civic responsibility.” Bill Clinton ▲



President Carter was involved in Scouting as a troop
committee chairman, Explorer Advisor, and
Scoutmaster. In support of the President’s appeal for an
energy conservation program, the Boy Scouts of America
held a Scouting Environment Day, April 23, 1977, with
other programs planned to make a major contribution
toward achieving national energy conservation goals.

‘‘As a former volunteer Scout leader . . . I am greatly
impressed by the role of your fine program in our
national life. It is a constructive initiative on the part
of young Americans to explore career interests and to
become better prepared for a more satisfying and
rewarding future.’’

Gerald Ford was the first Eagle Scout to become Vice
President and later President. He began his Scouting
career on December 17, 1924, when he became a mem-
ber of Troop 15, sponsored by the Trinity M.E. Church in
Grand Rapids, Mich. He was recognized with the
Distinguished Eagle Scout Award ‘‘for his service to the
Nation and community,’’ by the Grand Valley Council at
Grand Rapids, Mich., in May 1970. He received the
Scouter of the Year Award on December 2, 1974, from the
National Capitol Area Council, Washington, D.C.

‘‘One of the proudest moments of my life came in the
Court of Honor when I was awarded the Eagle Scout

badge. I still have that badge. It is a treasured possession. I am the first Eagle Scout Vice President.
The three great principles which Scouting provides—self-discipline, teamwork, and moral and
patriotic values—are the basic building blocks of leadership. I applaud the Scouting program for
continuing to emphasize them. I am confident that your ability to bring ideals, values, and lead-
ership training to millions of our young people will help to bring about a new era—a time in which
not only our Republic will progress in peace and freedom, but a time in which the entire world
shall be secure, and all its people free.’’

President Reagan became involved in Scouting with the
Golden Empire Council in Sacramento, Calif., while serv-
ing as governor of the state. During his 8 years in office,
he chaired Project SOAR (Save Our American Resources),
served as membership roundup chairman, participated
in annual Report to the Governor ceremonies, and
served on the council’s advisory board. For his service to
youth, he was awarded the Silver Beaver Award. As a
member of the Los Angeles Area Council, he served as
Scoutorama chairman, as a speaker for the council
recognition dinner, and as a sustaining member.

‘‘I applaud your many efforts and programs encour-
aging character development and leadership among American youth. By sponsoring many useful
physical, mental, and social activities designed to promote self-responsibility, the Scouts
strengthen the cornerstone of individual freedom in our nation. These programs develop the
youngster’s confidence in his ability to deal with nature, society, and a challenging world.’’

Ronald Reagan ▲

Jimmy Carter ▲

Gerald R. Ford ▲



The first Scout to become President was John F. Kennedy,
who was a member of Troop 2, Bronxville, N.Y., from
1929 to 1931 and a leader of the Boston Council.

‘‘For more than 50 years Scouting has played an
important part in the lives of the Boy Scouts of this
nation. It has helped to mold character, to form
friendships, to provide a worthwhile outlet for the
natural energies of growing boys, and to train these
boys to become good citizens of the future.

‘‘In a very real sense, the principles learned and prac-
ticed as Boy Scouts add to the strength of America
and her ideals.’’

President Johnson was an active Scout leader with the
Capitol Area Council at Austin, Texas, serving on its
Exploring committee. He was a member of the National
Capitol Area Council from 1959 through 1963. In 1963
he helped to organize Post 1200 in Washington, D.C.,
which was chartered to the House of Representatives for
page boys working in the U.S. Congress.

‘‘I welcome this opportunity to express my pride and
deep sense of gratitude for the outstanding example
and enviable reputation for human understanding
and fair play which have throughout the productive
life of your organization been hallmarks of Scouting
everywhere. Your conduct, both individually and in your group activities, has been worthy of
admiration by all the young citizens of our land. Today, as we face the challenges of an increas-
ingly complex and frequently disturbing world, America needs an alert, responsible, and energetic
youth to provide her with a vital resource in a hopefully happier and fuller future for all. As I
applaud your past, I also urge you to rededicate yourselves to the ideals of the Scout Oath, and to
reaffirm your obligations to your God and to your country. In so doing, you will contribute to the
strengthening of America’s heritage and thereby to the realization of our common goals in the
Great Society.’’

President Nixon hosted the First National Explorer
Presidents’ Congress in 1971 on the White House lawn.
As Vice President he visited and spoke at the national
jamborees held at Irvine Ranch, Calif., in 1953, and at
Valley Forge State Park, Pa., in 1957.

‘‘I welcome your determination to seek out new mem-
bers in our great and growing cities, as well as
throughout rural America. For through Scouting
many of these young citizens can more fully develop
their potential for public service and become effective
leaders in their communities and in our nation.

‘‘I strongly believe that Scouting offers an exceptional opportunity to learn about good citizenship by
being a good citizen, and I am glad to hear that we can count on you to carry on the very impor-
tant work . . . in encouraging America’s boys to make themselves into the men our country needs.’’

Richard M. Nixon ▲

Lyndon B. Johnson ▲

John F. Kennedy ▲



President Roosevelt was the first to enter the White
House with a record as an active Scout leader. He was
president of the Greater New York Councils of the Boy
Scouts of America. In 1934 hundreds of thousands of
Scouts assembled to hear President Roosevelt’s broadcast
appealing for help for the needy. In response, Scouts con-
tributed by collecting nearly 2 million articles of cloth-
ing, household furnishings, and other articles for needy
families. When FDR died in 1945, he had a record of 24
years’ service in Scouting.

‘‘As one who has been interested in Scouting over
many years it has been most heartening to have so

many evidences of the practical values of Scout training. We must remember that next to active
military service itself, there is no higher opportunity for serving our country than helping youth to
carry on in their efforts to make themselves physically strong, mentally awake, and morally
straight, and prepared to help their country to the full in time of war, as well as in time of peace.
We must make sure that those volunteer agencies which are supplementing the church, the home,
and the school by providing programs that will help equip the present generation to cope with life
problems in the difficult days ahead are maintained to their maximum capacity and effectiveness.’’

President Eisenhower became a member of the national
Executive Board of the Boy Scouts of America in 1948. He
had been a staunch supporter of Scouting ever since his
son was a Scout.

‘‘The Boy Scout movement merits the unstinted sup-
port of every American who wants to make his coun-
try and his world a better place in which to live. Its
emphasis on community service and tolerance and
world friendship promotes a speedier attainment of
the enduring peace among men for which we all
strive. By developing among its members both a spirit
of sturdiness, self-reliance, and a realization of the

need for cooperative effort in every major enterprise, the movement is a prime force in preparing
tomorrow’s men for their duty to themselves, their country, and their world. Here in the United
States the Boy Scouts of America have accomplished much in its years of service. But today, more
than ever before, we need expansion of its membership and influence.’’

Dwight D. Eisenhower ▲

President Truman gave strong support to the Boy Scouts
of America at every opportunity. He traveled to Valley
Forge, Pa., in June 1950 to open personally the Second
National Jamboree.

‘‘The Boy Scouts of America, since it was founded in
1910, has contributed greatly to the character train-
ing of our youth. What a greater nation this would be
if the principles of Scouting could be woven more
closely into our daily lives. If we can impress upon
our youth principles of friendliness and mutual
respect, we shall go a long way toward establishing a
better understanding among the nations of the
world. The Boy Scouts of America is making a vital contribution to the character building of our
boys and young men. Let us work together to make the program of the Boy Scouts available to
every American boy.’’

Franklin D. Roosevelt ▲

Harry S. Truman ▲



“Harding Awards’’ authorized by President Harding
went to 5,058 Scout troops in 1923 for having increases
in membership.

‘‘I am with the Scout movement heart and soul. It is
an organization teaching the spirit of service and
honor which we must always have in our citizenship.
It is a school of democracy because in it, standing is
won only by taking the equal opportunity given all
individuals to show their own merit, capacity, and
worth. I wish every boy in our America could have
the advantage and the honor of being in the Boy
Scout organization.’’

President Coolidge’s two sons were Scouts, and he had
many opportunities to see the Scout program at work. He
participated in the 16th Annual Meeting of the National
Council in Washington, D.C., in 1926 by presenting the
first Silver Buffalo Awards for distinguished service to
boyhood.

‘‘The more I have studied this movement, its incep-
tion, purposes, organization, and principles, the more
I have been impressed. Not only is it based on the
fundamental rules of right thinking and acting, but
it seems to embrace in its code almost every virtue
needed in the personal and social life of mankind. It
is a wonderful instrument for good. If every boy in the United States could be placed under the
wholesome influences of the Scout program and should live up to the Scout Oath and rules, we
would hear fewer pessimistic words as to the future of our nation.’’

President Hoover launched a forward movement and
development program for the Boy Scouts of America at a
dinner commemorating Scouting’s 20th anniversary.

‘‘The first test of democracy is that each individual
shall have the opportunity to take that position of
leadership in the community to which his character,
his ability, and his ambition entitle him; and because
the progress of our country is thus directly related to
the training in leadership we can give the youth of
the Nation. In meeting the vital need that when the
oncoming generation takes over our national affairs
it shall be a generation bulwarked with character, the
Boy Scout movement plays a most useful part.

‘‘The Boy Scout movement has opened for him the portals to adventure and constructive joy, by
reviving the lore of the frontier and the campfire; by establishing contacts with the birds and some-
times with the bees; by matching his patience to the deliberate character of fish; by efficient oper-
ations of the swimming hole; and by peeps into the thousand mysteries of the streams, the trees,
and the stars.’’

Herbert C. Hoover ▲

Calvin Coolidge ▲

Warren G. Harding ▲



Theodore Roosevelt was no longer President of the
United States when the Boy Scouts of America was
started in 1910. But he was an ardent booster of the
organization. He was a troop committeeman of Troop 39,
Oyster Bay, N.Y., and first council commissioner of Nassau
County Council. As a former President he was elected an
Honorary Vice-President of the Boy Scouts of America.
He was the first and only man designated as the ‘‘Chief
Scout Citizen.’’ For many years after his death in 1919,
several thousand Scouts and leaders in the New York
area made annual pilgrimages to his grave in Oyster Bay.

‘‘More and more I have grown to believe in the Boy
Scout movement. I regard it as one of the movements
most full of promise for the future here in America.
The Boy Scout movement is distinctly an asset to our
country for the development of efficiency, virility, and
good citizenship. It is essential that its leaders be men
of strong, wholesome character; of unmistakable
devotion to our country, its customs and ideals, as
well as in soul and by law citizens thereof, whose
wholehearted loyalty is given to this nation, and to
this nation alone.’’

When President Taft in 1910 agreed to be Honorary
President of the Boy Scouts of America, he set a prece-
dent accepted by each of his successors. President Taft
accepted to ‘‘thus sustain a similar relation to the move-
ment as does King George V to a similar movement in
England.’’ The First Annual Meeting of the organization
was held in the White House at the invitation of
President Taft.

‘‘I am very glad to give my sympathy and support to
such a movement as this. Anything that directs the
boy’s spirit in the right channel for usefulness and for
the making of manly men should be encouraged.’’

President Wilson signed a bill on June 15, 1916, which was
passed by both Houses of Congress by unanimous con-
sent, granting the organization federal incorporation.

‘‘The Boy Scouts have not only demonstrated their
worth to the Nation, but have also materially con-
tributed to a deeper appreciation by the American
people of the higher conception of patriotism and
good citizenship. Every nation depends for its future
upon the proper training and development of its
youth. The American boy must have the best training
and discipline our great democracy can provide if
America is to maintain her ideals, her standards, and

her influence in the world. Anything that is done to increase the effectiveness of the Boy Scouts of
America will be a genuine contribution to the welfare of the Nation.’’

Woodrow Wilson ▲

ARTICLE IV—BYLAWS

Honorary Officers
Section 9.

Honorary President and Vice-Presidents

Clause 1. The President of the United States may,
during term of office, be elected to be the Honorary
President of the Boy Scouts of America. In addition,
living former Presidents of the United States and
other citizens who have rendered distinguished ser-
vice to our country through work for young people
may be elected to be honorary vice-presidents. Such
election shall be by the Executive Board upon the
recommendation of the Nominating Committee for
such terms as the Executive Board shall specify.

William Howard Taft ▲

Theodore Roosevelt ▲
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Historical Highlights
A year-by-year summary of the major events in the history

of the Boy Scouts of America

1910—The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated on February 8 under the laws of the
District of Columbia by W. D. Boyce. On June 21, a group of 34 national representatives of
boys’ work agencies met, developed organization plans, and opened a temporary national
headquarters in a YMCA office in New York. In September, Robert S. S. Baden-Powell, the
founder of Scouting, visited America and interpreted the program. President William Howard
Taft accepted the office of honorary president; Theodore Roosevelt became honorary vice pres-
ident and chief Scout citizen; Colin H. Livingstone was elected president; Mortimer L. Schiff,
Milton A. McRae, and Benjamin L. Dulaney, vice presidents; George D. Pratt, treasurer; Daniel
Carter Beard, National Scout Commissioner; Ernest Thompson Seton, Chief Scout; and John
Sherman Hoyt, Jeremiah W. Jenks, William D. Murray, and Frank Presbrey, members of the
Executive Board. James E. West was appointed executive officer.

1911—The National Council office was established at 200 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y., on
January 2, 1911, with seven employees. The first annual meeting was held at the White House,
Washington, D.C., and was addressed by President Taft. The Scout Oath, Law, badges, and fun-
damental policies were adopted. The first awards for heroism were presented by the National
Court of Honor. Membership to date, Scouts and Scouters, 61,495.

1912—By now Scouts were enrolled in every state. Scouts mobilized for the first of a series of
national civic Good Turns, including the promotion of a safe and sane Fourth of July. Other
community Good Turns began. Sea Scouting for older Scouts was started. Boys’ Life was pur-
chased to become an official BSA magazine. Membership during the year, Scouts and Scouters,
97,495. Total members to date, 126,860.

1913—The first local council charters were issued to first-class and second-class councils. Local
supervision was facilitated by dividing the United States into eight districts—the forerunner of
12 regions. Scouting, the official magazine for Scouters, was started. Boy Scout Week was
observed. A registration plan for Scouts was adopted. Scouts demonstrated the motto ‘‘Be
Prepared’’ in first aid during spring floods in Ohio and Indiana. Scouts rendered service at the
50th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg reunion of veterans. The first Children’s Book Week
was observed. Membership during the year, 115,364. Total members to date, 188,964.

1914—The troop committee plan was created. The first Scout Sunday observance took place.
Training for Scout leaders was developed. The first William T. Hornaday gold medal for the con-
servation of wildlife was presented. The first tree-planting project was held in New York.
Membership, December 31, was 127,685. Total members to date, 275,304.

1915—The Department of Education established a national office to train all Scouters.
Expansion of merit badge work prompted issuance of 57 merit badge pamphlets. The
Handbook for Scoutmasters was issued. Military policy was adopted. Scouting was extended on
the Pacific coast. The Order of the Arrow was founded. Membership, December 31, was
182,303. Total members to date, 409,662.

1916—Congress granted a Federal Charter on June 15, giving special protection to the name
and insignia and limiting membership to American citizens. An act of Congress, June 3, autho-
rized a Scout uniform similar to the Army, Navy, or Marine uniform. The Constitution and
Bylaws were adopted. The first college course in Scouting was held at Teachers College, New
York. Veteran and associate Scout classifications were created. Scouting in rural areas empha-
sized Pioneer Scouts (later Lone Scouts). A Department of Camping was established at the
national office to help local councils maintain camping standards and promote camping.
Membership, December 31, was 245,183. Total members to date, 571,649.

1917—Scouting’s full resources were placed at the service of the government, under the slo-
gan ‘‘Help Win the War,’’ and, within 24 hours, Scouts throughout the United States were so
advised. Significant demonstration of boypower, trained and organized for service, followed for



the duration of the war and drew thousands of boys into the movement. The first winter camp was held by
Chicago Scouts. Membership, December 31, was 363,837. Total members to date, 812,586.

1918—After the signing of the armistice, the slogan ‘‘The War Is Over, but Our Work Is Not’’ was adopted.
Scouts rendered nationwide service during the influenza epidemic. The first service club sponsorship of troops
was inaugurated by Rotary International. A Scout executives’ training conference was held at Cranberry Lake.
National standards were established for Boy Scout camps. As part of the war effort, 1917–18, Scouts sold
2,350,977 Liberty Loan bonds, totaling $147,876,902; war savings stamps, to a value of $53,043,698. More
than 300 million pieces of government literature were distributed, and services rendered included food and fuel
conservation and Boy Scout war gardens. Membership, December 31, was 418,984. Total members to date,
1,065,495.

1919—A systematic method of developing cooperation with churches of all faiths was adopted. Boy Scouts
were invited to aid the Department of Labor in its Americanization program. Following the death of Chief Scout
Citizen Theodore Roosevelt on January 6, Scouts began the practice of planting Roosevelt memorial trees and
making pilgrimages to his grave at Oyster Bay. The first gold Honor Medals were awarded by the National Court
of Honor for saving life at risk of the rescuer’s own, replacing the silver and bronze awards. Membership,
December 31, was 462,060. Total members to date, 1,325,878.

1920—The First National Training Conference for Scout Executives was held in September at Bear Mountain,
Palisades Interstate Park. The First World Jamboree was held in England; Boy Scouts from 32 of 52 countries were
present; the Boy Scouts of America sent 301 members. The First International Conference of Scout Leaders was
held in connection with the jamboree, with International Scout Commissioner Mortimer L. Schiff and others rep-
resenting the Boy Scouts of America. The quota plan was adopted. The Scout International Bureau was estab-
lished in London. Membership, December 31, was 478,528. Total members to date, 1,643,988.

1921—Scouts of Washington, D.C., served as aides and guides at the limitation of arms conference. Scouts par-
ticipated at the annual Eastern States Exposition at Springfield, Mass. Outstanding civic Good Turns were ren-
dered in forest conservation and in connection with the floods at Pueblo, Colo., and San Antonio, Texas.
Membership, December 31, was 513,015. Total members to date, 1,879,471.

1922—The Order of the Arrow became an official program experiment. The Second International Conference
of Scout Leaders was appointed as a permanent international committee upon which the Boy Scouts of America
was represented by Mortimer L. Schiff and Frank Presbrey. The Second National Training Conference for Scout
Executives took place at Blue Ridge, N.C. The membership roundup was stimulated by streamer awards by
President Warren G. Harding. Membership, December 31, was 534,415. Total members to date, 2,110,973.

1923—The international left handclasp was adopted. Patrol leader conferences and training courses for Scout
leaders were developed. The Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial Fund advanced $100,000 for the promotion
of Boys’ Life. The Bureau of Church Relations was established at the national office. Patriotic pilgrimages to the
homes of great Americans and to historic spots were made. Membership, December 31, was 587,578. Total
members to date, 2,371,520.

1924—The Every Scout a Swimmer program was inaugurated. The first achievement badges were earned by
physically disabled Scouts. The Third International Conference of Scout Leaders was attended by 6,000 boys
from 33 Scout associations. The Lone Scouts of America merged with the Boy Scouts of America. The Second
World Jamboree was held at Copenhagen, Denmark; the U.S. delegation numbered 56. The Third Biennial
Conference of Scout Executives was held at Estes Park, Colo. The International Scout constitution and bylaws
were adopted. Membership, December 31, was 696,620. Total members to date, 3,144,300.

1925—James J. Storrow of Boston was elected president. The first National Training School for executives
opened. Outstanding service was rendered by Scouts in the Illinois tornado, California earthquake, and Louisiana
fire. A delegation from Boy Scouts of America visited South America to advance Scouting there. Membership,
December 31, was 756,857. Total members to date, 3,436,294.

1926—President James J. Storrow died in March and Vice President Milton A. McRae was elected to fill his term.
At the annual meeting in May, Walter W. Head was elected president. Sir Robert S. S. Baden-Powell, founder of
Scouting, attended the annual meeting and traveled throughout the country inspecting Scouting centers. The
first Silver Buffalo Awards for distinguished service to boyhood were presented. Twenty-two awards were given:
the first to Baden-Powell and the second to the Unknown Scout whose Good Turn brought Scouting to America.
The Fourth International Scout Conference was held at Kandersteg, Switzerland. The Fourth Biennial Conference
of Scout Executives was held at Hot Springs, Ark. The National Executive Board authorized development of a



program for younger boys. Exceptional Scout service was rendered in the Florida hurricane and Arkansas flood.
Membership, December 31, was 783,574. Total members to date, 3,749,244.

1927—Eagle Palms were added to the list of awards. Twelve new rural merit badges were added, bringing the
total to 89. Eight Sea Scouts were taken on the Borden–Field Museum Expedition to the Bering Sea. Exceptional
service was rendered by Scouts in the Mississippi and Vermont flood disasters and the St. Louis tornado. The
national office was moved to its new enlarged quarters at 2 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. Membership,
December 31, was 785,633. Total members to date, 4,095,988.

1928—Three Scouts—David R. Martin, Douglas Oliver, and Dick Douglas—accompanied the Martin Johnson
Expedition to Africa. The Fifth National Training Conference for Scout Executives was held at Cornell University.
The 18th annual meeting was held in San Francisco. Four Scouts participated in the Lincoln Highway covered-
wagon tour from coast to coast, and Paul A. Siple, a Sea Scout, accompanied Commander Richard E. Byrd to the
Antarctic. Membership, December 31, was 819,791. Total members to date, 4,499,908.

1929—The Third World Jamboree, held at Birkenhead, England, where 1,300 Scouts and Scouters represented
the Boy Scouts of America, was attended by 50,000 Scouts representing 73 lands. It was followed by the Fifth
International Scout Conference. The Cub Scout program was put into operation on an experimental basis.
Registration of all Scouters was authorized. Membership, December 31, was 833,897. Total members to date,
4,779,219.

1930—The Cub Scout program was formally launched; there were 5,102 Cub Scouts at the end of 1930.
Scouts participated in the Oregon Trail Memorial Centennial. The Chief Scout Executive served as chairman of
the committee on youth outside the home and school for President Hoover’s White House Conference on Child
Health and Protection. Scout circuses, merit badge exhibits, expositions, rallies, and other gatherings increased
in number and scope. Membership, December 31, was 847,051. Total members to date, 5,249,350.

1931—At the 21st annual meeting held in Memphis, Tenn., Mortimer L. Schiff was elected president. Within a
month of his election, Scout organizations throughout the world were saddened by his untimely death. Walter
W. Head was elected to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Schiff. The divisional plan of organization was put into
operation at the national office. The Sixth International Scout Conference was held near Vienna. The first Silver
Beaver Awards were presented for distinguished service to boyhood within a council. Membership, December
31, was 878,358. Total members to date, 5,658,485.

1932—At the 22nd annual meeting, the National Council adopted the 10-year program of growth—a plan to
enroll one of every four 12-year-old boys and keep them in Scouting for 4 years. To stimulate this effort,
President Hoover presented awards to Scout units, councils, and regions reaching a specific standard for the
year. Mrs. Jacob H. Schiff presented the Mortimer L. Schiff Scout Reservation at Mendham, N.J., in memory of
her son. Work in emergency relief continued. There was strong development in troop camping under council-
trained leadership. Membership, December 31, was 878,461. Total members to date, 6,019,301.

1933—President Franklin D. Roosevelt became honorary president and former President Hoover, honorary vice
president. The Mortimer L. Schiff Scout Reservation was formally opened and dedicated. The Fourth World
Jamboree was held at Godollo, Hungary, with 21,000 Scouts from 46 countries and an American contingent of
406 Scouts and leaders. Membership, December 31, was 904,240. Total members to date, 6,389,551.

1934—In response to the request of President Roosevelt in a radio address delivered February 10, Boy Scouts
performed a nationwide Good Turn, collecting 1,812,284 items of clothing, household furnishings, foodstuffs,
and supplies for the distressed and needy. President Roosevelt announced a national jamboree would be held in
Washington, D.C., in 1935. A strong program of cooperation was developed with the Catholic Church. Special
emphasis was placed on the health program. The Order of the Arrow program was approved. Membership,
December 31, was 973,589. Total members to date, 6,530,330.

1935—The entire Scout membership celebrated the Silver Jubilee of Scouting. For the first time, the member-
ship passed the million mark. Observed as part of the 25th anniversary celebration: Boys’ Life anniversary in
March, ceremonies incident to the publication of the 5-millionth copy of the Handbook for Boys in April, the
Silver Anniversary Meeting of the National Council in October, and Christmas holiday camps. The proposed
national jamboree was canceled because of an infantile paralysis epidemic. Membership, December 31, was
1,027,833. Total members to date, 6,945,160.

1936—In a broadcast on February 8, President Roosevelt again invited the Scout membership to a national jam-
boree to be held in Washington in July 1937. The Sixth National Training Conference for Scout Executives was
held at French Lick, Ind. The 26th annual meeting of the National Council took place at Atlantic City. In recog-



nition of its health and safety programs, the American Children’s Fund made a grant of $100,000 to the Boy
Scouts of America. The new Handbook for Scoutmasters was published. Membership, December 31, was
1,069,837. Total members to date, 7,376,961.

1937—The First National Jamboree was held in Washington from June 30 to July 9, at the invitation of President
Roosevelt, with an attendance of 27,232 representing 536 councils. This was followed by the Fifth World
Jamboree at Vogelenzang, Holland, (attendance in the American contingent: 814) and the Ninth International
Scout Conference. A retirement plan for professional leaders was adopted. Membership, December 31, was
1,129,841. Total members to date, 7,858,931.

1938—The national program emphasized Americanism and a rededication to the Constitution of the United
States and the Declaration of Independence. A magnificent gift was made by Waite Phillips, a campsite known
as Philturn Rockymountain Scoutcamp (later changed to Philmont Scout Ranch—see 1941) consisting of 35,857
acres of land on the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountain Continental Divide, near Cimarron, N.M. Scouts ren-
dered unusual service in the New England hurricane and floods. The first grants from the Frank Phillips
Foundation were made in Oklahoma and part of Texas to extend Scouting. Membership, December 31, was
1,242,009. Total members to date, 8,399,923.

1939—Philturn Rockymountain Scoutcamp was opened for advanced Scout camping. Scouts participated in
the Golden Gate Exposition and at the New York World’s Fair. A session of the 29th annual meeting was held at
the New York World’s Fair for a citizenship ceremony when a group of former Scouts who had just become 21
were formally received into citizenship by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Owen J. Roberts. The 10th International
Scout Conference was held in Edinburgh, Scotland. The Seventh National Training Conference for Scout
Executives was held at Bretton Woods, N.H. The Boy Scouts of America was represented at the White House
Conference on Youth in a Democracy by the Chief Scout Executive. Special experimental work with Scouting in
less-chance areas was carried on through the Irving Berlin Fund. Membership, December 31, was 1,357,993.
Total members to date, 8,977,696.

1940—Boy Scouts served again at the New York World’s Fair and at the Golden Gate Exposition in San
Francisco. A Boy Scout program for helping in national emergencies and government defense programs was
adopted. Outstanding events included troop inventory and roll call, adoption of emergency service corps, and
mobilization plans. Membership, December 31, was 1,449,412. Total members to date, 9,558,869.

1941—With the declaration of war, the government requested Boy Scout service for the distribution of defense
bonds and stamp posters; collection of aluminum and wastepaper; defense housing surveys; victory gardens;
distribution of air-raid posters; cooperation with the American Red Cross; and, by joint agreement with the
Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization, services in three capacities—messengers, assisting emergency medical
units, and fire watchers. Waite Phillips made another large gift—land, residence and ranch buildings, livestock,
operating ranch equipment—contiguous to Philturn Rockymountain Scoutcamp, bringing total acreage to more
than 127,000 acres. The area was renamed Philmont Scout Ranch. He also presented the Philtower Building in
Tulsa, Okla., the income from which was to be used for operating and developing the camp. The 31st annual
meeting was held in Washington, D.C. Membership, December 31, was 1,522,302. Total members to date,
10,165,060.

1942—Scouts continued in war service. Twenty-eight projects were requested by the government, including
the collection of 30 million pounds of rubber in a 2-week drive; all-out salvage based on the government-issued
pamphlet Scrap and How Scouts Collect It; distribution of pledge cards for war bonds and savings stamps; victory
gardens; work on farms and in harvest camps; and government dispatch bearers. The 32nd annual meeting was
held in Minneapolis–St. Paul. The Air Scouts program for boys 15 years of age and older was developed.
Membership, December 31, was 1,553,080. Total members to date, 10,769,041.

1943—Scouts rendered war service at the request of the government in four general classifications: collec-
tions—aid in salvage drives; distribution, as official dispatch bearers for government pamphlets and posters; pro-
duction; and conservation. The first Silver Antelope Awards were presented for distinguished service to youth
within a region. The Pan-American project was developed. Chief Scout Executive James E. West became Chief
Scout, and Dr. Elbert K. Fretwell was appointed Chief Scout Executive. Dr. George J. Fisher became National
Scout Commissioner. Long trousers and the Scout cap were made a part of the official uniform. The 33rd annual
meeting was held in New York. Membership, December 31, was 1,613,783. Total members to date,
11,477,483.



1944—The Whole Scout Family was emphasized, with stress on the three branches of the Scout program.
World brotherhood was emphasized in the continuation of the world jamboree and World Friendship program.
The Inter-American Youth Leaders’ Training project was inaugurated, and students from Latin American coun-
tries, in cooperation with the coordinator of Inter-American affairs, attended the National Training School and
toured the eastern United States and Canada. The World Friendship Fund to help restore Scouting in devastated
countries was inaugurated. Membership, December 31, was 1,866,356. Total members to date, 12,289,614.

1945—The total Boy Scout war service included 69 requests from the government during 1941 through 1945.
General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s outstanding Wastepaper Campaign culminated in the General Eisenhower
Award—a gold medal was presented to him in December by the Boy Scouts of America in appreciation. Other
service included collections in many communities, distribution of circulars on conservation projects, and the
Green Thumb program. Twenty thousand Scouts earned the General Douglas MacArthur Medal for growing
food. The World Friendship Fund increased; $10,000 was allocated to the Philippines. The ‘‘Shirts Off Our Back’’
campaign was inaugurated to help Scouts abroad. The Army Air Force cooperated in the Air Scouts program.
World brotherhood literature was published. Increased emphasis was placed on visual education as a means of
training. Membership, December 31, was 1,977,463. Total members to date, 13,073,629.

1946—The first contribution in a program of continuing support came from the Grant Foundation—$257,500
for a 5-year expansion of the volunteer training program. The camping program was improved, and camp activ-
ities became more troop-centered. Sixteen hundred Senior Scouts camped at Philmont Scout Ranch. Scouts car-
ried through three national postwar service projects requested by the government. The First Inter-American
Scout Conference was held in Bogota, Colombia. President Head retired after 20 years of service, and Amory
Houghton was elected president. Membership, December 31, was 2,063,397. Total members to date,
13,882,639.

1947—Basic Boy Scout requirements were authorized—putting equal emphasis on Scout spirit, Scout participa-
tion, and Scoutcraft skills. Similar revisions made Cub Scouting more effective. The Eighth National Training
Conference for Scout Executives took place in September at Indiana University. The International Scout
Conference of Scout Leaders from 112 countries meeting at Chateau Rosny near Paris adopted a revised consti-
tution and bylaws. The Sixth World Jamboree in Moisson, France, in August brought together 32,000 Scouts
from 38 countries; the American delegation numbered 1,151. Membership, December 31, was 2,141,984. Total
members to date, 14,710,853.

1948—Dr. Arthur A. Schuck became the third Chief Scout Executive, September 1; Dr. Elbert K. Fretwell was
elected Chief Scout. The 38th annual meeting was held in Seattle, Wash. The Order of the Arrow was integrated
in the national camping program. Philmont, the world’s largest Scout camp, enrolled 2,275 individual campers.
The conservation program was extended. Basic training for all unit leaders was emphasized. Twelve Scouts pre-
sented the Report to the Nation to President Harry S. Truman and to United Nations officials. The First
International Commissioners’ Conference was held at Kandersteg, Switzerland. Membership, December 31, was
2,210,766. Total members to date, 15,538,867.

1949—The crusade to ‘‘Strengthen the Arm of Liberty’’ was inaugurated in February. A dramatic ceremony was
held at the base of the Statue of Liberty. Age levels were lowered—Cub Scouting, 8 through 10; Boy Scouting,
11 through 14; Exploring, 14 and up. The manual on citizenship was published. New procedures for physically
disabled boys were adopted. Troop advancement procedures were emphasized. Five hundred forty-three coun-
cils owned 831 campsites with 288,545 acres, at an estimated value of $10,525,731 in land and $17,436,306 in
equipment. The National Council held its 39th annual meeting in Boston. Membership, December 31, was
2,579,515. Total members to date, 16,686,517.

1950—The 40th anniversary year was observed nationally and locally. The Second National Jamboree at Valley
Forge, June 30–July 6, brought 47,163 Scouts and leaders from every state and territory in the United States and
from many other lands. Survival training was emphasized; conservation education was a national program fea-
ture. A total of 1,100 Order of the Arrow members participated in a national conference held at the University of
Indiana, Bloomington. Philmont Scout Ranch began an expanded program, and the first training courses were
held there. The 40th annual meeting was held in Philadelphia immediately prior to the jamboree. The first Boy
Scout stamp was issued by the U.S. Post Office Department. Membership, December 31, was 2,795,222. Total
members to date, 17,843,852.

1951—The 3-year crusade to ‘‘Strengthen the Arm of Liberty’’ concluded with a 33 percent gain in member-
ship. A program of cooperation in civil defense was carried out. Conservation activities were expanded in coop-
eration with federal, state, and local agencies. Two million pounds of clothing were collected for domestic and



foreign relief. Several hundred Explorers took part in the Seventh World Jamboree at Bad Ischl, Austria, where
13,000 Scouts represented 59 countries. Expansion at Philmont Scout Ranch made new leadership training
opportunities possible. The Ninth National Training Conference for Scout Executives was held at Michigan State
University. At the 41st annual meeting in Chicago, John M. Schiff was elected president, succeeding Amory
Houghton. Membership, December 31, was 2,942,779. Total members to date, 18,995,887.

1952—Scouting’s 3-year program ‘‘Forward on Liberty’s Team’’ was launched during Boy Scout Week. Scouts
distributed more than a million posters and 30 million Liberty Bell doorknob hangers in a Get-Out-the-Vote cam-
paign. Scouts also cooperated nationally in securing blood donor pledges, collected clothing for worthy causes,
distributed seeds for Asia, and aided in conservation projects and civil defense. A quarter-million leaders took
part in training experiences. Nine thousand Explorers and leaders camped at Philmont Scout Ranch. The 42nd
annual meeting was held in New York. The 20-millionth member was registered. Membership, December 31,
was 3,183,266. Total members to date, 20,236,331.

1953—The Third National Jamboree was held at the Irvine Ranch in southern California, July 17–23, with
45,401 Scouts and leaders from all parts of the United States and 21 other nations taking part. Scouts assisted in
the inauguration of President Dwight D. Eisenhower. The effectiveness of the family ‘‘Be Prepared’’ plan was
shown. Scouter training combined with family vacation plans was expanded at Philmont Scout Ranch. Local
councils were organized in Germany and Japan to serve sons of Americans in those countries. The 43rd annual
meeting was held in Los Angeles. Membership, December 31, was 3,395,884. Total members to date,
21,537,885.

1954—The National Conservation Good Turn was conducted. The 44th annual meeting was held in
Washington, D.C. The National Council’s office was moved to a new building near New Brunswick, N.J., in
October. Boys’ Life circulation passed the 1 million mark. The Webelos den was created to provide a means of
maintaining the interest of Cub Scouts 10 years of age in Scouting and to provide a bridge for crossing over to
Boy Scouting. Membership, December 31, was 3,774,015. Total members to date, 23,037,343.

1955—The 45th annual meeting was held in St. Louis. Through the facilities and courtesy of the U.S. Air Force,
16 Explorers and three leaders made exchange visits with 16 European Senior Scouts and two leaders. The
Eighth World Jamboree was conducted in Ontario, Canada, with 15,000 Scouts present from 63 nations, includ-
ing 1,500 Explorers from the Boy Scouts of America. In September, 4,000 attended the 10th National Training
Conference for Scout Executives at the University of Michigan. A College Scouter Reserve was authorized so
young men attending college could maintain active registered membership. For the first time, there was a total
of 100,000 units and more than a million adults registered as Scouters. Membership, December 31, was
4,175,134. Total members to date, 24,675,358.

1956—During Boy Scout Week, the Onward for God and My Country program was launched with impressive
national, state, and local observances. A delegation of Explorers visited the White House and presented the
Report to the Nation. The 46th annual meeting was held in Cincinnati. Kenneth K. Bechtel of San Francisco was
unanimously elected president to succeed John M. Schiff, who retired after 5 years. In a nationwide nonpartisan
Get-Out-the-Vote campaign, Scouts distributed more than a million posters and 36 million Liberty Bell doorknob
hangers. In international exchange visits, nearly 300 Explorers and Senior Scouts were transported by the U.S.
Air Force and Navy. Boys’ Life magazine was among the top 17 American magazines. Membership, December
31, was 4,526,302. Total members to date, 26,383,479.

1957—The Fourth National Jamboree at Valley Forge, Pa., July 12–19, attracted 50,000 Scouts and Explorers.
Some 1,700 Explorers and leaders attended the World Jubilee near Birmingham, England, where 35,000 Scouts
of 82 nations celebrated the centenary of Lord Baden-Powell’s birth and the 50th anniversary of the Boy Scout
movement. The 47th annual meeting convened in Philadelphia, July 11–12. Explorers visited the White House to
present the Report to the Nation and the 15-millionth copy of the Handbook for Boys. The U.S. Air Force provided
an airlift exchange for 50 Explorers and 50 European and Far Eastern Boy Scouts. The Thomas J. Watson
Memorial Visual Education Building at Schiff Scout Reservation was dedicated on October 17. Membership,
December 31, was 4,751,495. Total members to date, 28,100,000.

1958—The National Safety Good Turn and the continuing Onward for God and My Country program were out-
standing successes. Explorer Richard Lee Chappel of Eggertsville, N.Y., accompanied the National Academy of
Sciences team on the International Geophysical Year Arctic Expedition. The 48th annual meeting was held May
16–17 in Chicago. The National Order of the Arrow Conference in August at the University of Kansas attracted
more than 2,400 members. The new Exploring program was implemented. Work began on the Johnston
Historical Museum. Membership, December 31, was 4,950,885. Total members to date, 29,945,000.



1959—During Boy Scout Week, 12 Explorers visited President Eisenhower for the Report to the Nation. At the
49th annual meeting in San Francisco, Ellsworth H. Augustus was elected president. A new edition of the Boy
Scout Handbook was published. More than 3,000 attended the 11th National Training Conference for Scout
Executives at the University of Michigan. Delegations attended both the 10th World Jamboree in the Philippines
and the 17th International Scout Conference at New Delhi, India. A citizenship study was completed.
Membership, December 31, was 5,043,195. Total members to date, 31,563,809.

1960—During Scouting’s Golden Jubilee Year, thousands of boys earned the 50th Anniversary Achievement
Award. Some 56,378 Scouts and leaders attended the Fifth National Jamboree at Colorado Springs, Colo., July
22–28. Scouts took part in a nationwide Get-Out-the-Vote campaign. The U.S. Post Office Department issued a
Boy Scout commemorative stamp in February. A representative from each state took part in the Report to the
Nation during Boy Scout Week.The 50th annual meeting was held in Washington, D.C., June 1–3. The Johnston
Historical Museum was dedicated at New Brunswick, N.J., on June 4. On August 1, Joseph A. Brunton Jr. became
Chief Scout Executive. Membership, December 31, was 5,160,958. Total members to date, 33,076,901.

1961—In February, 12 Explorers presented the Report to the Nation to President John F. Kennedy. Indiana
University, Bloomington, was again the scene of the Order of the Arrow’s national conference with 2,000 mem-
bers present. The 51st annual meeting was held in Detroit in June with 2,400 Scouters attending. Delegations of
Scouts and leaders attended several foreign jamborees and the 18th International Scout Conference in Portugal.
Twelve regional Explorer delegate conferences, in which 12,000 Explorers participated, made plans for the First
National Explorer Delegate Conference to be held in 1962. Membership, December 31, was 5,210,294. Total
members to date, 34,524,815.

1962—The Fit for Tomorrow program was launched. The 52nd annual meeting was held at Portland, Ore., May
17–18, with some 2,200 Scouters attending. Charter Day observances in Washington, D.C., on June 14, com-
memorated Scouting’s original charter from Congress in June 1916. More than 3,000 Explorers attended the
First National Explorer Delegate Conference at Ann Arbor, Mich., August 26–30. A ‘‘GO’’ roundup was devel-
oped around space exploration in cooperation with America’s astronauts. Membership, December 31, was
5,322,167. Total members to date, 36,058,864.

1963—Scouts and Explorers presented the Report to the Nation to President Kennedy during Boy Scout Week.
The 1963–65 Program of Emphasis—Scouting Can Make the Difference—was launched. More than 2,500 dele-
gates attended the 53rd annual meeting in New York, May 23–24. Philmont Scout Ranch received an anony-
mous gift of 10,098 acres. The 11th National Training Conference for Scout Executives was held at the University
of Illinois, August 29–September 4, with nearly 5,000 attending. Each region held an Explorer delegate confer-
ence. The biennial National Order of the Arrow Conference took place August 23–25 at the University of Illinois.
Some 621 Scouts and Scouters attended the 11th World Jamboree held at Marathon, Greece, August 1–11.
Membership, December 31, was 5,446,910. Total members to date, 37,500,314.

1964—Waite Phillips, donor of Philmont Scout Ranch and the Philtower Building, died in January. The New York
World’s Fair Service Corps of 2,772 boys and adults operated for 18 weeks. The 54th annual meeting was held
at Cleveland, May 21–22. Thomas J. Watson Jr. was elected president by the 2,500 representatives attending.
The Strengthen America’s Heritage program was launched in cooperation with Freedom’s Foundation at Valley
Forge. The Sixth National Jamboree was held at Valley Forge, July 17–23, with 52,000 Scouts and leaders partic-
ipating. The Second National Explorer Delegate Conference at the University of Kansas, August 16–20, attracted
1,200 Explorers and Advisors. The commemorative tribute statue was unveiled in Washington, D.C., on
November 7. The Program of Emphasis was continued. Membership, December 31, was 5,583,700. Total mem-
bers to date, 39,120,922.

1965—The Report to the Nation was presented to President Johnson during Boy Scout Week by 12 Boy Scouts
and Explorers. The 55th annual meeting was held at Bal Harbour, Fla., May 20–21, with 2,300 attending. ‘‘The
Program of Emphasis Breakthrough for Youth’’ for 1965–67 was launched. Each region held an Explorer dele-
gate conference. Some 3,727 boys and leaders served at the New York World’s Fair, while 4,237 attended the
Golden Anniversary National Conference of the Order of the Arrow at Indiana University, August 27–31. Thomas
J. Watson Jr. was elected to the World Committee at the 20th World Conference meeting in Mexico City,
September 27–October 3. The Inner-City Rural Program was launched. Mrs. Ernest Thompson Seton presented
memorabilia of her husband. An addition was begun of the Johnston Historical Museum. The 500,000th Eagle
Scout badge was presented and the 40 millionth member was registered. Membership, December 31, was
5,732,708. Total members to date, 40,746,314.



1966—Boy Scouts and Explorers, representing 12 regions, presented the Report to the Nation to President
Johnson. ‘‘The Program of Emphasis Breakthrough for Youth’’ continued. The 56th annual meeting at Dallas,
May 19–20, attracted 3,163 Scouters and their wives. The revised Charter and Bylaws of the Boy Scouts of America
was adopted. Some 2,149 Explorers and Advisors attended the Third National Explorer Delegate Conference at
Indiana University, August 14–18. More than 17,000 boys and leaders visited the renamed Philmont Scout
Ranch and Explorer Base, and 13,828 Scouts and leaders visited other countries. The dedication of the new wing
of the Johnston Historical Museum in New Brunswick took place in June. In October, ground was broken for an
Ernest Thompson Seton Memorial Library and Museum at Philmont. Membership, December 31, was
5,831,521. Total members to date, 42,375,467.

1967—The Boy Scouts of America hosted the 12th World Jamboree. The 21st Boy Scouts World Conference was
held in Seattle. The Report to the Nation was made to President Johnson, and Report to the State ceremonies
were conducted in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Pittsburgh hosted the 57th annual meeting.
Thomas J. Watson Jr. was elected to a fourth term as president. The Ernest Thompson Seton Memorial Library
and Museum at Philmont and the Ellsworth H. Augustus International Scout House at the national office were
dedicated. The National Order of the Arrow Conference drew 4,158 members to the University of Nebraska.
Alden G. Barber became the fifth Chief Scout Executive. The updated Cub Scout program was launched in
September, establishing a special Webelos Scout program. Nearly 26,000 needy and non-Scouts attended Scout
camps. Regional Explorer delegate conferences were held in all 12 regions. Membership, December 31, was
6,058,508. Total members to date, 44,139,905.

1968—The National Council at its 58th annual meeting in Chicago elected Irving Feist president and adopted
the BOYPOWER ’76 8-year long-range program. The National Executive Institute began at Schiff Scout
Reservation and Philmont Scout Ranch and Explorer Base. The National Council raised national membership
adult fees to $2 and boy fees to $1. A total of 1,449,266 Webelos activity badges were earned during the year.
Scouts and Explorers earned 28,311 Eagle Scout Awards and 1,743,567 merit badges. Exploring deputies were
named in each region. Membership, December 31, was 6,247,160. Total members to date, 45,997,048.

1969—Irving Feist was re-elected president at the 59th annual meeting in Boston. Exploring initiated a Grand
National Safe-Driving Road Rally. Young women were accepted as participants in special-interest posts. The
Seventh National Jamboree was held at Farragut State Park, Idaho. More than 35,000 Scouts and leaders
attended. Membership, December 31, was 6,183,086. Total members to date, 47,795,216.

1970—The 60th annual meeting was held in Denver. Irving Feist was elected president for the third time. The
first National Explorer Olympics, attended by 1,200, was held at Colorado State University. Membership,
December 31, was 6,287,284. Total members to date, 49,628,049.

1971—The 4-million-acre Maine National High Adventure Area opened. Scouting Keep America Beautiful Day
was held on June 5, and Scouts collected more than a million tons of litter. The first National Explorer Presidents’
Congress was held in Washington, D.C., with 2,034 post presidents attending. The new magazine Exploring was
distributed in the spring and fall to 200,000 Explorers. The 61st annual meeting was held in Atlanta. Norton
Clapp was elected president. The first Reader’s Digest Association–BSA National Public Speaking Contest was
held. Nearly 8,000 American Scouts and leaders took part in the 13th World Jamboree held in Japan. More than
5,000 members of the Order of the Arrow attended a national conference at the University of Illinois.
Membership, December 31, was 6,427,026. Total members to date, 51,484,371.

1972—The Second National Explorer Presidents’ Congress was held in Washington, D.C., in April, with 2,700
Explorer presidents and boatswains attending. A total of 2,086 Explorers from 185 Explorer posts participated in
the National Explorer Olympics held in August in Fort Collins, Colo. The three winning posts attended the World
Youth Camp, a part of the Olympic Games in Munich, Germany. Nearly 4 million Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
took part in Scouting Keep America Beautiful Day. Operation Reach, a program against drug abuse, was
launched. The National Eagle Scout Association was launched. Norton Clapp was re-elected president at the
annual meeting in Los Angeles. Troop leader development was tested for the first time at Schiff training center
and Philmont Scout Ranch. Membership, December 31, was 6,524,640. Total members to date 53,308,308.

1973—A series of special programs was started in preparation for the nation’s bicentennial in 1976. The 1973
National Scout Jamboree was held at two sites—Moraine State Park in Pennsylvania and Farragut State Park in
Idaho—with more than 64,000 participants. Robert W. Reneker was elected president at the annual meeting in
Minneapolis. An updated Cub Scout program was introduced, adjusted to be more relevant to boys and their
families. New Scout merit badges were introduced: Truck Transportation, Veterinary Science, Genealogy,
Skating, and Pulp and Paper. The National Eagle Scout Association was formed. Membership, December 31, was
6,405,225. Total members to date, 55,100,376.



1974—For the second annual program in preparation for the nation’s bicentennial, the theme was Be Prepared
for Life; Be Safe, Be Fit. The annual meeting was held in Honolulu, and Robert W. Reneker was re-elected presi-
dent. The first National Eagle Scout Association Meeting was held at Colorado State University, with nearly 300
participants. Scouting Environment Day was held April 27. The Cub Scout Safe Bicycle Driving program and Cub
Scout Physical Fitness program were introduced. New Scout merit badges were introduced for Orienteering and
Wilderness Survival. Mary Wright of Auburndale, Mass., was elected national Explorer president—the first
woman to hold the highest office in Exploring. Membership, December 31, was 5,803,885. Total members to
date, 56,626,408.

1975—Participation in the nation’s bicentennial accelerated with the theme Spirit of ’76. The National Executive
Board elected Arch Monson Jr. as president. All Out for Scouting!, a 2-year program of troop programming and
troop leader training, was introduced to councils. Scouting Environment Day was observed on March 22. The
14th World Jamboree was attended by 2,500 U.S. Scouts and leaders in Norway. Membership, December 31,
was 5,318,070. Total members to date, 58,014,193.

1976—The nation’s bicentennial was celebrated by all of Scouting. Sea Explorers served on sailing ships partici-
pating in Operation Sail in New York Harbor on July 4. Eagle Scouts and leaders spent the summer showing
Scouting skills at an exhibition on the Mall in Washington, D.C. Arch Monson was elected to a second term as
president at the biennial National Council meeting in New York. Alden G. Barber Jr. retired as Chief Scout
Executive, and Harvey L. Price was chosen as his successor. Membership, December 31, was 4,884,082. Total
members to date, 59,311,859.

1977—A new program theme, Wonderful World of Scouting, was introduced. The 1977 National Scout
Jamboree was held at Moraine State Park in Pennsylvania. The National Executive Board elected Downing B.
Jenks of St. Louis as president. A new four-function plan of council and district operation was developed to be
introduced in early 1978. Membership, December 31, was 4,718,138. Total members to date, 60,551,879.

1978—Age changes related to advancement for people with disabilities were approved. There was a new
emphasis on family camping. Volunteer training was established as a major program function for the movement.
Mark W. Leinmiller, Marietta, Ga., was selected for the Antarctic Scientific Program, sponsored by the National
Science Foundation and the Reader’s Digest Association. Downing B. Jenks was elected to his second term as
president during the National Council meeting in Phoenix. A revised God and Country program for Cub Scouts,
Boy Scouts, and Explorers was announced, and the National Protestant Committee on Scouting was organized.
A “celebrity” public service advertising campaign was introduced featuring former President and Eagle Scout
Gerald R. Ford. Membership, December 31, was 4,493,491. Total members to date, 61,898,410.

1979—The national office moved to Irving, Texas, after 25 years in New Jersey, and the National Executive
Institute was relocated to Arlington, Texas. The Johnson National Scouting Museum was temporarily closed.
John D. Murchison, Dallas, was elected president but died shortly thereafter. Downing B. Jenks agreed to con-
tinue as president. J. L. Tarr, Scout Executive of the Circle Ten Council, Dallas, became Chief Scout Executive
upon the retirement of Harvey L. Price. New editions of The Official Boy Scout Handbook and Wolf Cub Scout Book
were published. The Cub Scout Trainer’s Wood Badge was approved following field testing. The first National
Law Enforcement Explorer Conference and the first National Aviation Explorer Fly-In were held. Because the 15th
World Jamboree in Iran was postponed, 1,000 Boy Scouts and leaders attended the Dalajamb International
Encampment in Sweden. “Scouting . . . the Better Life” was announced as the 1980–82 national program
theme. A National Funding Division at the national office was created. Membership, December 31, was
4,284,469. Total members to date, 63,388,065.

1980—BSA’s 70th anniversary year concluded with gains in both membership and units. Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts, and Explorers passed out fliers across the country urging participation in the 1980 National Census. Cub
Scouting celebrated its 50th anniversary and was highlighted by the registration of the 30 millionth Cub Scout
since 1930. A new Official Patrol Leader Handbook was issued. The first National Explorer Winter Olympics was
held in Squaw Valley, Calif. More than 500 Boy Scouts and leaders represented the BSA at jamborees and activi-
ties in Switzerland, Scotland, Denmark, and Canada. Membership, December 31, was 4,326,082. Total mem-
bers to date, 64,840,661.

1981—For the second consecutive year, the Boy Scouts of America showed gains in membership and total
units. The 10th National Scout Jamboree was held at Fort A. P. Hill, Va. Dr. Thomas C. MacAvoy, Corning, N.Y.,
was re-elected president. The National Explorer Presidents’ Congress was held in Indianapolis, and the National
Order of the Arrow Conference convened at the University of Texas at Austin. A new Official Scoutmaster
Handbook was released. Murray, Ky., was picked as the site for the new Boy Scout Museum. More than 3,000



Boy Scouts and leaders represented the BSA at jamborees and Scouting events in Switzerland, Scotland,
Denmark, and Canada. Membership, December 31, was 4,355,723. Total members to date, 70,774,443.

1982—Alexander M. Holsinger became the millionth Eagle Scout registered. For the third consecutive year, the
BSA showed gains in membership and units. “Shaping Tomorrow,” a project aimed at addressing critical issues
of the 1980s, was initiated in January. Four of the program concepts—Tiger Cubs BSA, Bear Enrichment,
Prepared for Today, and Explorer Marketing—were field tested and implemented. Edward C. Joullian III of
Oklahoma City was elected president during the National Council meeting in Atlanta. Cub Scouting published
the Cub Scout Leader Book, which combined five separate books—the Cubmaster’s Pack Book, Den Leader’s
Handbook, Webelos Leader’s Book, Den Leader’s Coach Book, and Pack Committee Book—into one volume. The
Backpacking merit badge was introduced. “Catch the Scouting Spirit” was announced as the national program
theme for 1983–84. Membership, December 31, was 4,542,449. Total members to date, 68,140,738.

1983—The Boy Scouts of America showed gains in both membership and units for the fourth consecutive year.
The BSA received the Margaret Pope Hovey Award from the President’s Committee on Employment for the
Handicapped for outstanding contributions to the rehabilitation and employment of people with disabilities. The
BSA had registered more than 200,000 youth with disabling conditions. Tiger Cubs BSA, for 7-year-old boys and
their adult partners, began its second year. Pilot testing of Varsity Scouting was concluded with a recommenda-
tion for implementation to begin in 1984. Both the 15th World Jamboree and the 29th World Conference were
held. Membership, December 31, was 4,688,953. Total members to date, 70,014,715.

1984—Sanford N. McDonnell of St. Louis was elected president during the National Council meeting in Salt
Lake City. The third edition of the Boy Scouts of America Fieldbook was produced. Introduction to Family Camping
was published and the Family Camping Association was launched. The BSA completed its fifth consecutive year
of membership gain. Varsity Scouting, for boys 14 through 17, was launched nationwide. More than 2,000
Varsity Scout teams were organized, serving about 30,000 Varsity Scouts. Membership, December 31, was
4,748,511. Total members to date, 72,014,206.

1985—The Boy Scouts of America celebrated its 75th anniversary. “Pride in the Past . . . Footsteps to the Future”
was the theme that told the story through exciting events conducted during the year. Ben H. Love became the
eighth Chief Scout Executive. The high point of the year was the 11th National Scout Jamboree held July 24–30,
at Fort A. P. Hill, Va. First Lady Nancy Reagan was a special visitor at the jamboree. A BSA history book titled The
Boy Scouts: An American Adventure was produced in cooperation with author Robert W. Peterson and American
Heritage Publishing Company. Youth membership increased for the sixth consecutive year, registering a 2.7 per-
cent gain over 1984. Cub Scouting introduced a new emphasis on Cub Scout sports. The BSA Scouting for the
Handicapped program was cited for its innovative approaches in serving disabled Scouters and was the recipient
of the 1985 National Organization on Disability Award. Membership, December 31, was 4,845,040. Total mem-
bers to date, 73,639,425.

1986—Membership requirements for Tiger Cubs BSA and Cub Scouts became primarily based on grade in
school rather than age. The plan was expanded to include first-grade boys as Tiger Cubs and second-grade boys
as Wolf Cub Scouts. Webelos Scouting was expanded to 2 years for fourth- and fifth-graders. The BSA was
touched by the tragic Challenger disaster, as two of the crew members were active in Scouting as youths. Lt. Col.
Ellison S. Onizuka attained the Eagle Scout rank in 1964 in Holualoa, Hawaii. Dr. Ronald E. McNair reached Star
rank as a youth in Lake City, S.C. Boys’ Life magazine celebrated its 75th anniversary. Charles M. Pigott, president
of PAC-CAR, Inc., in Bellevue, Wash., was elected president. The BSA conducted a nationwide Donor Awareness
Good Turn to inform American families of the urgent need for donated human organs and tissue. The BSA ended
1986 with its seventh consecutive year of membership increase and the largest in 30 years. Membership,
December 31, was 5,170,979. Total members to date, 83,686,624.

1987—The Boy Scouts of America began to address five “unacceptables” in American society: drug abuse,
hunger, child abuse, illiteracy, and unemployment. The nation’s largest anti-drug abuse education campaign
was launched with the release of a booklet titled Drugs: A Deadly Game. Another booklet, Child Abuse: Let’s Talk
About It, was distributed to help parents, teachers, and Scout leaders deal with the issue. Also, the booklet Child
Sexual Abuse: How to Deal with It was released for training professional and volunteer Scouters. Fast Start videos
were distributed to Cub Scout leaders, and a new edition of the Webelos Scout Book was published. About 3,000
BSA members attended the 16th World Jamboree in Australia. For the eighth consecutive year, the BSA’s youth
membership increased. Membership, December 31, was 5,347,098. Total members to date 78,353,590.

1988—The first annual Scouting for Food drive harvested more than 60 million containers of food. The cam-
paign “Drugs: A Deadly Game” received the 1988 Presidential Citation for Private Sector Initiatives. To help



reduce child abuse, the BSA distributed two publications, How to Protect Your Children from Child Abuse and Drug
Abuse: A Parent’s Guide. A 2-year Webelos Scouting program was introduced; for the first time fourth-graders
were eligible to become Webelos Scouts. Resident camping for Cub Scouts was approved. A closed-circuit tele-
conference was broadcast nationwide by satellite. Hugh Downs, a longtime Scouting supporter, hosted the
event, which led to the organization of 8,132 new troops. At the biennial National Council meeting in San
Diego, Eagle Scout Harold S. Hook, chairman and chief executive officer of American General Corp., was elected
president. Youth membership had its ninth straight annual increase. Membership, December 31, was
5,377,493. Total members to date, 80,589,269.

1989—The 12th National Jamboree at Fort A. P. Hill, Va., drew 33,000 Scouts and leaders. The new Troop
Operations Plan included separate patrols for new Scouts and new advancement requirements. The second
annual Scouting for Food drive netted 72 million containers of food for the nation’s needy. A new package of
materials for the campaign “Drugs: A Deadly Game” was distributed. Advice for preventing sexual abuse of chil-
dren was incorporated into all training of adult Scouters, and a video called A Time to Tell was produced for
showing to Boy Scout troops. Youth membership experienced its 10th consecutive year of gain. Membership,
December 31, was 5,363,593. Total members to date, 82,998,087.

1990—Pope John Paul II was presented with the BSA’s Distinguished Citizen of the World Commendation. The
new 10th edition of the Boy Scout Handbook was published. The initial demand for a million copies of the man-
ual brought the total circulation of the Handbook since 1910 to 33,860,000. Each copy of the new manual con-
tained the Scouting publication How to Protect Your Children from Child Abuse and Drug Abuse: A Parent’s Guide.
The new Center for Professional Development was opened in Westlake, Texas. Eagle Scout Richard H. Leet was
elected president. Youth membership experienced its 11th straight annual increase. Membership, December 31,
was 5,445,899. Total members to date, 85,292,091.

1991—The BSA’s Learning for Life took a values-based curriculum into the classroom to reach children who
would otherwise not be in a character-building youth program. Hispanic Emphasis placed professional staff in
local councils to support Scouting in Hispanic communities. Cub Scouting introduced Ethics in Action to pro-
mote ethical decision making and the BSA family program to strengthen the family from within. The
Conservation Handbook was published. The TRAIL Boss Program (Teaching Resources and Individual Leadership)
was developed by the BSA and seven federal agencies to teach volunteers conservation skills. More than a thou-
sand BSA members attended the 17th World Jamboree in Korea. The DeWitt Wallace–Reader’s Digest Fund
awarded a $2.3 million grant for BSA professional recruitment. The BSA funded training leaders from the former
Soviet Union and the writing of the Russian Scout handbook. Membership, December 31, was 5,319,226. Total
members to date was 87,158,867.

1992—A focused initiative in Urban Emphasis encouraged the formation of Cub Scout packs, Boy Scout troops,
and Explorer posts in low-income and minority communities. The bilingual publication of Scouting literature was
increased to serve Spanish-speaking parents and leaders. The school-based Learning for Life program, designed
to teach positive values and life skills in a classroom setting, completed its first full year of operation; nearly
700,000 youth participated. The BSA committed to assisting the emerging Association of Siberian Scouts. A Cub
Scout Academics program debuted. Boy Scout summer camping attracted 70.1 percent of Scout troops and
55.2 percent of all Scouts. In the wake of Hurricane Andrew, Scouts brought food, clothing, and hands to help.
John L. Clendenin, a Silver Buffalo Award recipient, was elected president. Membership, December 31, was
5,339,660. Total members to date, 88,830,141.

1993—Jere B. Ratcliffe became the ninth Chief Scout Executive. The National Strategic Plan focused on tradi-
tional unit growth, Urban Emphasis, endowment emphasis, and positive public relations. An Operation First
Class Initiative received board-level attention from local councils. A new Train-the-Trainer Conference manual was
produced to train the people who train leaders in Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting, Varsity Scouting, Exploring, com-
missioner service, and district and council Scouting. Nearly 26,000 youth attended the 1993 National Scout
Jamboree at Fort A. P. Hill, Va. Educators and council professionals attended the first Learning for Life conference.
The Scouting movement in the former Soviet Union turned to the BSA for help in producing the first Russian
Scout Handbook; 20,000 copies were distributed. The BSA established a new award, named the James E. West
Fellowship Award in honor of the first Chief Scout Executive, to recognize major contributors to council endow-
ment trust funds. Membership, December 31, was 5,355,401. Total members to date, 90,525,242.

1994—The BSA launched Operation First Class to extend Scouting to greater numbers of disadvantaged minor-
ity youths in urban areas. It was a record year for Eagle Scouts, with 37,438 young men earning the highest rank
a Scout or Explorer can achieve. The Family Life merit badge became a requirement for the Eagle Scout rank.
Cub Scout Leader Basic Training was streamlined and redesigned to attract more leaders. Membership,
December 31, was 5,377,920. Total members to date, 92,114,035.



1995—Emphasis on traditional unit growth and unit-serving executives netted a membership increase in every
major program area. The National Campaign for Local Council Endowment identified more than $86 million in
deferred gifts and generated $51 million in bequests. A study released in 1995, The Values of Men and Boys in
America, conducted by Louis Harris & Associates, showed that Scouting can positively affect the lives of America’s
youth. Exploring membership reached an all-time high and registered its fifth consecutive year of growth with a
total of more than 400,000 young adult members. Cub Scouting launched Supplemental Training for Cub Scout
Leaders. Boy Scouting completed a long-range plan for selecting and recruiting quality leaders, developing and
maintaining a quality program, and stimulating membership growth. Membership, December 31, was
5,456,617. Total members to date, 94,442,767.

1996—Membership rose in Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting, and Exploring. Operation: Tiger Mania rolled out, pro-
ducing a 6.8 percent increase in Tiger Cub membership. A new Project COPE (Challenging Outdoor Personal
Experience) guidebook put the BSA at the forefront of challenge-course technology. Exploring membership
reached an all-time high of 422,366. Learning for Life continued to grow, reaching 880,422 students. The BSA
Crime Prevention program and merit badge were introduced. New Rural Emphasis materials were introduced to
support field staff in nonurban communities. Membership, December 31, was 5,628,806. Total members to
date, 96,057,012.

1997—The 14th National Scout Jamboree, held at Fort A.P. Hill, Va., was attended by 35,000 Boy Scouts and
leaders. The percentage of trained Cub Scout adult leaders increased to 40 percent—a gain of 9 percent over
1996. Long-term camping reached its highest level ever with 57.7 percent of all Boy Scouts and Varsity Scouts
participating. Continued focus on traditional unit growth and retention of membership led to continued gains in
Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting, and Exploring. The BSA has identified more than $1 billion in current and deferred
gifts committed to councils as a result of the Nationally Coordinated Campaign for Local Council Endowment.
Membership, December 31, was 5,835,287. Total members to date, 97,677,373.

1998—Membership continued to grow in Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting, and Learning for Life. Venturing, a pro-
gram for 14- to 20-year-old men and women, was introduced and posted an impressive first-year membership
of 188,075. The new 11th edition of the Boy Scout Handbook was published. Its first printing yielded 750,000
copies, bringing the total circulation of the Handbook since 1910 to nearly 36,000,000. The National Leadership
Training Conference was held for the first time in 30 years at the Opryland Hotel in Nashville, Tenn. It was
attended by more than 4,000 members of the professional Scouting family who learned more about the
National Executive Board’s new strategic plan that was introduced in 1998. More than 4.4 million Scouts logged
52,908,746 hours of community service as part of ”America’s Promise—The Alliance for Youth” to provide more
than 200 million hours of service by the year 2000. In addition, 802,880 youth in 39,162 Scouting units col-
lected more than 41 million cans of food to help feed the hungry. Membership, December 31, was 6,186,657.
Total members to date, 99,899,932.

1999—Youth participation in Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting, Venturing, and Learning for Life increased for the
fourth consecutive year, yielding 4.2 percent membership growth. A new Venturer Handbook was introduced.
More Boy Scouts and Venturers than ever before received their Eagle Scout Awards, with 47,582 young men
attaining the prestigious rank. Increased emphasis on the outdoors for Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts resulted in
40.6 percent of Cub Scouts participating in an outdoor activity and 58 percent of Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and
Venturers participating in a long-term camping experience. More than 4 million Scouts worked toward the goal
of 200 million service hours by the end of year 2000 as part of ”America’s Promise—The Alliance for Youth.”
Scouts logged 55,554,183 service hours, bringing the total to 156,310,229 hours by the end of 1999.
Membership, December 31, was 6,247,743. Total members to date, 102,984,116.

2000—The Boy Scouts of America celebrated its 90th anniversary and reached a larger portion of America’s
youth than ever before, welcoming its 100 millionth youth member. Scoutreach’s Hispanic marketing emphasis
resulted in 148 volunteers being honored with the Whitney M. Young Jr. Service award, the largest number of
recipients in the award’s history. Awards for lifesaving and meritorious actions were given to 234 Scouts and
Scouters. Scouts completed more than 214 million total hours of service for “America’s Promise—The Alliance
for Youth,” surpassing the four-year goal of 200 million service hours by the end of 2000. Learning for Life par-
ticipation, December 31, was 1,669,833. Traditional membership, December 31, was 4,561,046. Total mem-
bers to date, 104,003,921.



2001—The 15th National Scout Jamboree, held at
Fort A. P. Hill, Virginia, was the largest single-site jam-
boree since 1964, with more than 40,000 partici-
pants and an estimated 275,000 visitors. Forty-three
percent of Cub Scouts experienced a day camp, resi-
dent camp, or family camp during the year, while
60.9 percent of Boy Scouts and Varsity Scouts partici-
pated in a long-term camping expedition. The Honor
Medal With Crossed Palms was awarded to eight
Scouts and Scouters who demonstrated unusual
heroism and extraordinary skill or resourcefulness in
saving or attempting to save a life at extreme risk to
self. Other awards for lifesaving and meritorious
action were presented to 289 Scouts and Scouters. In
the wake of the terrorist attacks of September 11,
Scouts responded to our nation’s call for assistance by collecting gloves, socks, toothbrushes, bottled water, and
other necessities requested by rescue workers and victims. Learning for Life participation, December 31, was
1,773,166. Traditional membership, December 31, was 4,541,734. Total members to date, 105,174,560.

% Gain
Number or Loss

% Gain
Number or Loss

% Gain
Number or Loss

(As of December 31, 2001)

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

LEARNING FOR LIFE

COMBINED TOTALS

REGISTERED YOUTH REGISTERED ADULTS REGISTERED UNITS/GROUPS

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

Tiger Cubs 276,090 –3.4
Cub Scouts 980,555 –1.8
Webelos Scouts 786,833 –5.2
Boy Scouts 935,053 +0.4
Varsity Scouts 70,539 –2.3
Venturers 276,434 +18.2

Total traditional Scouts 3,325,504 –0.8

Cub Scout leaders 562,958 –0.2
Boy Scout leaders 513,262 +1.9
Varsity Scout leaders 24,423 –1.7
Venturing leaders 62,282 +7.8 
Council leaders 53,305 –4.6

Total traditional leaders 1,216,230 +0.8

Cub Scout packs 54,148 –0.5
Boy Scout troops 44,463 –0.4
Varsity Scout teams 7,962 +0.4
Venturing crews 19,283 +9.1

Total traditional units 125,856 +1.0

Elementary participants 626,787 +18.4
Middle/junior high participants 230,772 +8.2
High school participants 526,984 +4.9
Exploring participants 223,014 –14.4
Special-needs participants 90,144 +8.2

Total Learning for Life participants 1,697,701 +6.8

Elementary leaders 10,791 +11.0
Middle/junior high leaders 4,434 –0.2
High school leaders 6,291 –0.5
Exploring leaders 47,547 –9.5 
Special-needs leaders 6,402 –5.9

Total Learning for Life leaders 75,465 –5.5

Elementary groups 3,507 +16.9
Middle/junior high groups 1,530 +3.2
High school groups 1,822 +2.0
Exploring posts 9,920 –11.1
Special-needs groups 2,261 –1.0

Total Learning for Life groups 19,040 –3.4

Cub Scout–age youth 2,670,265 +1.0
Boy Scout–age youth 1,236,364 +1.6
High School–age youth 1,026,432 +3.0
Special-needs youth 90,144 +8.2

Total youth 5,023,205 +1.7

Cub Scout–age leaders 573,749 0.0
Boy Scout–age leaders 542,119 +1.7
High School–age leaders 116,120 –0.4
Special-needs leaders 6,402 –5.9
Council Scouters 53,305 –4.6

Total adults 1,291,695 +0.4

Cub Scout–age units/groups 57,655 +0.5
Boy Scout–age units/groups 53,955 –0.2
High school–age units/groups 31,025 +1.3
Special-needs units/groups 2,261 –1.0

Total units/groups 144,896 +0.4

AWARDS BY THE NATIONAL COURT OF HONOR

2001 1911–2001

Honor Medal 21 2,570*

Heroism Award 116 5,106†

Medal of Merit 152 4,862•

Distinguished Eagle Scout 35 1,494

Eagle Scout 43,665 1,636,659∆

* Includes Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals awarded 1911–1923; Honor  
Medal started in 1923.

† Letter of Commendation awarded 1911–1923; Certificate of Heroism, 
1923–1977; Heroism Award since 1977.

• 1945–2001
∆
The total number of Eagle Scouts from 1912–2001.
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Scouting in the
Buddhist Community

Overview Scouting serves an important role in youth development in the Buddhist
community. Cub Scout packs, Boy Scout troops, Varsity Scout teams, and
Venturing crews chartered to Buddhist organizations can be found
throughout the United States. Scouts can participate within units chartered to
Buddhist organizations or as members of units chartered to other
organizations.

Buddhist youth have participated in Scouting for more than 75 years. Since
1920, with the formation of Troop 4 by the Fresno Buddhist Church, young
Buddhists in America have enjoyed the benefits of Scouting.

Organization The Buddhist Churches of America administers the religious emblems
program for all Buddhist denominations in America. Founded in 1899, the
Buddhist Churches of America is affiliated with Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha in
Kyoto, Japan. The Buddhist Churches of America National Committee on
Scouting works with the religious leaders of the Buddhist community to
develop the Buddhist religious program.

The National Buddhist Committee on Scouting works closely with the religious
relationships director of the Boy Scouts of America to promote a harmonious
relationship between all religious denominations and organizations.

Religious
Emblems

Any registered Scout who has fulfilled all of the requirements for the Metta
emblem or Sangha emblem can receive the recognition appropriate to his
course of study.

Metta Emblem. Metta is a Buddhist term meaning loving kindness and
goodwill. This word was selected as the name for the Cub Scout religious
emblem with the hope of nurturing boys to relate to all things with loving
kindness and goodwill.

Sangha Emblem. Sangha means Buddhist brotherhood. The Sangha
emblem program gives the Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, and Venturer practical
guidance in achieving the spiritual pledge made in the Scout Oath and Law,
through the application of Buddhist teachings. The program teaches the basic
tenets of Buddhism as they relate to the activities of daily life. The program
stresses the importance of both harmonious relationships and the universal
brotherhood of all living beings.

The Goal of
Buddhist

The goal of all Buddhist is enlightenment through understanding of the
reasons and causes of suffering. Awareness of impermanence and of oneself
and compassion toward others are basic and essential elements of Buddhism.



Buddhist
Practices

The fundamental doctrine of Buddhism is the Four Noble Truths, which are:
• Noble Truth of Suffering
• Noble Truth of the Cause of Suffering
• Noble Truth of the Cessation of Suffering
• Noble Truth of the Path that leads to the Cessation of Suffering

The last of the Four Noble Truths is also referred to as the Noble Eightfold Path, which is another
basic foundation of Buddhism.

The Noble Eightfold Path is the practice of
• Right Views
• Right Thoughts
• Right Speech
• Right Conduct
• Right Livelihood
• Right Effort
• Right Mindfulness
• Right Meditation

For more information, contact your local Buddhist Temple or write the National Buddhist Committee
on Scouting, Buddhist Churches of America, 701 E. Thrift Ave., Kingsland, GA 31548-5222; phone
912-729-6323; fax 912-729-1699; e-mail bcascout@eagnet.com;  Web page:
www.eagnet.com/edipage/areaserv/nbcs/home.htm

Hawaii office: Hompa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, 1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, HI 96813; phone
808-522-9200.
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Founders of Scouting
and the BSA

Robert S. S.
Baden-Powell

As a youth, Robert Baden-Powell greatly enjoyed the outdoors, learning
about nature and how to live in the wilderness. After returning as a military hero
from service in Africa, Baden-Powell discovered that English boys were
reading the manual on stalking and survival in the wilderness he had written for
his military regiment. Gathering ideas from Ernest Thompson Seton, Daniel
Carter Beard, and others, he rewrote the manual as a nonmilitary nature skill
book and called it Scouting for Boys. To test his ideas, Baden-Powell brought
together 22 boys to camp at Brownsea Island, off the coast of England. This
historic campout was a success and resulted in the advent of Scouting. Thus,
the imagination and inspiration of Baden-Powell, later proclaimed Chief Scout
of the World, brought Scouting to youth the world over.

Ernest
Thompson
Seton

Born in Scotland, Ernest Thompson Seton immigrated to America as a youth
in the 1880s. His fascination with the wilderness led him to become a
naturalist, an artist, and an author, and through his works he influenced both
youth and adults. Seton established a youth organization called the Woodcraft
Indians, and his background of outdoor skills and interest in youth made him a
logical choice for the position of first Chief Scout of the BSA in 1910. His many
volumes of Scoutcraft became an integral part of Scouting, and his
intelligence and enthusiasm helped turn an idea into reality.

Daniel Carter
Beard

Woodsman, illustrator, and naturalist, Daniel Carter Beard was a pioneering
spirit of the Boy Scouts of America. Already 60 years old when the Boy Scouts
of America was formed, he became a founder and merged it with his own boys’
organization, the Sons of Daniel Boone. As the first national Scout
commissioner, Beard helped design the original Scout uniform and
introduced the elements of the First Class Scout badge. “Uncle Dan,” as he
was known to boys and leaders, will be remembered as a colorful figure
dressed in buckskin who helped form Scouting in the United States.

William D.
Boyce

In 1909, Chicago publisher William D. Boyce lost his way in a dense London
fog. A boy came to his aid and, after guiding the man, refused a tip, explaining
that as a Scout he would not take a tip for doing a Good Turn. This gesture by
an unknown Scout inspired a meeting with Robert Baden-Powell, the British
founder of the Boy Scouts. As a result, William Boyce incorporated the Boy
Scouts of America on February 8, 1910. He also created the Lone Scouts,
which merged with the Boy Scouts of America in 1924.

James E. West James E. West was appointed the first Chief Scout Executive of the Boy
Scouts of America in 1911. Although orphaned and physically handicapped,
he had the perseverance to graduate from law school and become a
successful attorney. This same determination provided the impetus to help
build Scouting into the largest and most effective youth organization in the
world. When he retired in 1943, Dr. West was recognized throughout the
country as the true architect of the Boy Scouts of America.
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Scouting: A Profession
With A Mission

The Professional
in Scouting

The Boy Scouts of America provides a program for young people that builds
desirable qualities of character, trains in the responsibilities of participating
citizenship, and develops personal fitness. Scouting serves more than 4 million
young men and women in every part of the country through more than 300 local
council service centers. Nearly 3,500 professional Scouters lead, guide, and train
more than 1 million volunteers. Scouting is a volunteer organization. The
professional staff has the responsibility for working with volunteer committees and
community leaders to identify, recruit, train, and inspire them to become involved in
the program of Scouting.

Responsibilities The professional Scouter in an entry-level position is assigned to a district or
service area within a local council. The job responsibilities are broad and varied.
Duties include promoting, supervising, and working in the district or service area
through volunteers. Different aspects of the professional Scouter’s job include:

Sales. The professional Scouter is responsible, through volunteers, for extending
Scouting to religious, civic, fraternal, educational, and other community-based
organizations.

Service. Major emphasis is placed on service. The professional staff ensures that
all Scouting units are served through volunteer commissioners, regular roundtable
meetings, training events, and activities.

Finance. The professional Scouter has responsibility for securing adequate
financial support for Scouting in the assigned area. Working with volunteers,
professionals recruit leadership for the Friends of Scouting and finance campaign
efforts to meet the financial needs of the council.

Administration. The professional Scouter administers the Scouting program in
the assigned district or service area.

Public Relations. Professional Scouters must be good role models. They must
recognize the importance of good working relationships with other professionals and
with volunteers. Scouting depends on community support and acceptance.
Professional leaders must have good communication skills and be able to tell
Scouting’s story to the public.

Qualifications • Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university
• United States citizenship or declared intention to become a citizen
• Adult—at least the age of majority in the state of residence
• Willingness and ability to devote long and irregular hours to achieve positive

objectives
• Dedication—interest in devoting oneself to others and belief in the Scout Oath

and Law
• Adherence to BSA membership standards
• Believe in the BSA and subscribe to its principles and purpose

Call or visit the local council service center of the Boy Scouts of America, listed in the white pages of your
telephone directory.

To learn more about the Boy Scouts of America, visit the BSA’s Web site: www.scouting.org.
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Scouting for Catholic Youth

Record The Roman Catholic Church has used the Scouting program since the early
days of the Boy Scouts of America. It is one of the most extensive users of the
BSA program. There are more than 351,000 Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and
Venturers in more than 9,600 packs, troops, and crews under Catholic
auspices, and an equal number of youth members in other Scouting units.
Scouting is used in about one-third of the parishes in the United States.

National
Committee

The National Catholic Committee on Scouting has had the responsibility for
more than 57 years to promote and guide cooperative contacts between the
authorities of the Catholic Church and the Boy Scouts of America in the United
States. The Scouting program is recognized as an integral part of the total
youth ministry at the diocesan level. As such, Scouting becomes part of the
parish youth ministry as units are operated by the parishes, parent-teacher
organizations, Holy Name Societies, and schools. The Knights of Columbus
and other Church-related organizations also operate units.

The national committee carries out the official Plan of Organization, which was
first approved in 1934 and was revised in 1989.

Each archdiocese and diocese has a Catholic committee on Scouting, and
more than 300 BSA local councils have their own committees.

Every two years, the National Catholic Committee on Scouting holds a national
conference for all members of the diocesan and local Catholic committees. At
this conference, new programs are introduced, planned, and developed.
Ultimate approval for the new programs comes from the vote of the
membership. Thus, ideas, comments, and experience from every part of the
country can be heard and shared.

In addition, the national committee sponsors a weeklong training course at the
Philmont Training Center each year for those diocesan personnel entrusted
with the responsibilities of operating the committee.

The National Catholic Committee on Scouting also promotes and coordinates
Scouting in the Eastern Catholic Church, creating new programs or modifying
current ones as needed.

National
Membership
Initiative

The National Catholic Committee on Scouting and the BSA launched a
membership initiative in April 1995. The goal of the initiative is to bring a quality
Scouting program to more Catholic youth than ever before. Emphasis is being
placed on organizing more units, holding membership roundups, ensuring
quality training for existing units, and securing more volunteer leaders.
Dioceses are encouraged to conduct a bishop’s luncheon or dinner to
promote Scouting. Promotional materials—including a brochure that features
endorsements from the Pope and nine United States cardinals—are available
to support the initiative.



Responsibilities Through each level of organization, subcommittees carry out the responsibilities established in the
Plan of Organization, No. 16-151. These include:

Membership. Create and promote national programs that diocesan Scouting committees can use
to further membership and the relationship between the Catholic Church and the BSA.

Training. Provide training for laypeople of the Catholic faith, training for people who serve as
religious emblems counselors, and assistance in recruiting for parishes.

Religious Emblems. Promote the spiritual phase of Scouting, provide for a religious emblems
program, provide a board of review to examine all candidates for religious emblems, and develop
ways and means to communicate with Scouts of the Catholic faith in units of other chartered
organizations in order to help them qualify for Catholic religious emblems. These religious
emblems are:

• Light of Christ. This emblem is given to Tiger Cubs and Cub Scouts (through Wolf rank) for
advancement in spiritual growth and religious knowledge. It is the first of five religious emblems
available to Catholic youth involved with Scouting.

• Parvuli Dei. This is a Christian family emblem to recognize Cub Scouts and Webelos Scouts for
advancement in religious knowledge and spiritual formation. With the help of parents or
guardians, the boy becomes more aware of God's presence in his daily life, especially within his
home and community.

• Ad Altare Dei. The purpose of earning the Ad Altare Dei emblem is to equip the Scout to take
his place in the world as a maturing Catholic and a maturing American. With a religious emblems
counselor, the boy meets requirements in eight steps covering the sacraments of initiation and
the sacraments of maturity.

• Light Is Life. This recognition is designed for Boy Scouts of the Eastern-Rite Catholic
Churches. The content is based on the ''God With Us'' series of the Eastern Christian Formation
Program to prepare the Scout to be an active member of his faith community, as well as his civic
community. With the help of an emblems counselor, catechist, or priest, the Scout meets
requirements in five steps covering the Holy Mysteries and Eastern Christian spirituality. The
Light Is Life respects the cultural and ritual differences among the various rites.

• Pope Pius XII. Scouts of high-school age and young men and women who are Venturers are
eligible for this award. The requirements cover five units: We As Christians, Today's Vocation,
Awareness of Responsibility to Self and Society, Citizenship—Home and Community, and Our
Response to Faith.

• Saint George. This national recognition is presented to any adult who is working with the
Scouting program under Catholic auspices, to Catholics in Scouting units not operated by the
church, and to those who have made a significant contribution to Scouting in the field of
Catholic relationships. It may be given to men, women, priests, religious, and non-Catholics.

Religious Activities. Promote regular and meaningful Catholic religious activities and programs for
youth at the unit and diocesan levels throughout the country.

Communication. Keep Scouters informed on Scouting activities, promote the program and
activities of the Catholic committee, create a better understanding of the aims and ideals of
Scouting by both clergy and laity, and make known the many advantages of Scouting under
Catholic auspices to the parish as part of its Catholic youth program.

Web site: www.nccs-bsa.org
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     What Is Venturing?

Program Venturing is a youth development program of the Boy Scouts of America for
young men and women who are 14 (and have completed the eighth grade)
through 20 years of age.

Venturing’s purpose is to provide positive experiences to help young people
mature and to prepare them to become responsible and caring adults.

Venturing is based on a unique and dynamic relationship between youth,
adult leaders, and organizations in their communities.  Local community
organizations establish a Venturing crew by matching their people and
program resources to the interests of young people in the community.  The
result is a program of exciting and meaningful activities that helps youth
pursue their special interests, grow, develop leadership skills, and become
good citizens.

Goals Young adults involved in Venturing will

•  Learn to make ethical choices over their lifetimes by instilling the values in
the Venturing Oath and Code.

 
• Experience a program that is fun and full of challenge and adventure.

 
•  Become a skilled, training and program resource for Cub Scouts and Boy

Scouts and other groups.
 
•  Acquire skills in the areas of high adventure, sports, arts and hobbies,

youth ministries, or Sea Scouting.
 
•  Experience positive leadership from adult and youth leaders and be given

opportunities to take on leadership roles.
 
•  Have a chance to learn and grow in a supportive, caring, and fun

environment.

Methods The methods of Venturing have been carefully chosen to meet the needs of
young adults.

Leadership.  All Venturers are given opportunities to learn and apply proven
leadership skills.  A Venturing crew is led by elected crew officers. The
Venturing Leadership Skills Course is designed for all Venturers and helps
teach in an active way to effectively lead.

Group Activities.  Venturing activities are interdependent group
experiences in which success is dependent on the cooperation of all.
Learning by “doing” in a group setting provides opportunities for developing
new skills.

 



Adult Association.  The youth officers lead the crew. The officers and activity chairs work closely
with adult Advisors and other adult leaders in a spirit of partnership.  The adults serve in a “shadow”
leader capacity.

Recognition.  Recognition comes through the Venturing advancement program and through the
acknowledgement of a youth’s competence and ability by peers and adults.

The Ideals.  Venturers are expected to know and live by the Venturing Oath and Code.  They
promise to be faithful in religious duties, treasure their American heritage, to help others, and to seek
truth and fairness.

High Adventure.  Venturing’s emphasis on high adventure helps provide team-building
opportunities, new meaningful experiences, practical leadership application, and life-long memories
to young adults.

Teaching Others.  All of the Venturing awards require Venturers to teach what they have learned to
others.  When they teach others often, Venturers are better able to retain the skill or knowledge they
taught, they gain confidence in their ability to speak and relate to others and they acquire skills that
can benefit them for the rest of their lives as a hobby or occupation.

Ethics in
Action

An important goal of Venturing is to help young adults be responsible and caring people, both now
and in the future. Venturing uses “ethical controversies” to help young adults develop the ability to
make responsible choices that reflect their concern for what is a risk and how it will effect others
involved.  Because an ethical controversy is a problem-solving situation, leaders expect young adults
to employ empathy, invention, and selection when they think through their position and work toward a
solution of an ethical controversy.

Crew
Activities

What a Venturing crew does is limited only by the imagination and involvement of the adult and youth
leaders and members of the crew—sail the Caribbean, produce a play, climb a mountain, teach
disabled people to swim, or attend the Olympics. All these adventures and more are being done
today by Venturing crews and ships across the country. All that is needed are concerned adults who
are willing to share a little bit of themselves with today’s youth—tomorrow’s leaders.

Starting a
New
Venturing
Crew

Organizing a Venturing crew is easy to do.  Just follow these steps:

1. A survey is conducted annually in community high schools to determine students’ recreational,
hobby, and avocation interests.

 
2. A meeting is called of key people within an organization, with a Scouting representative in

attendance.  The representative explains the Venturing program, describes the key volunteer
leader positions, and plans the recruiting of adult leaders.

 
3. The crew committee and Advisors are recruited and meet with the Scouting representative.

Responsibilities of adult leaders are explained. The Scouting representative also discusses
program ideas and helps develop a one-year program. The crew’s one-year program is reviewed
and adopted.

 
4. The organization’s top executive writes a personal letter to each young adult selected from the

survey, or identified through other recruitment efforts, and invites the youth and their parents to
attend an organizational meeting.  This letter is followed by a personal phone invitation from a
member of the organization to each prospective youth.

 
5. The first meeting is held, involving young adults, the adult committee, and selected consultants.

Adult Advisors share the program plans with the new Venturers (youth) and discuss member
involvement and leadership roles through the election of youth officers.



What Youth
Want

Research has revealed these major points:

 High school students have many vocational and avocational interests.

 Teenagers want a broader experience that provides practical “hands-on” experience and is
tailored to their cultural backgrounds.

 Teenagers want to belong to a group that provides a “safe haven” from which to address the
youth development issues that affect them.  These issues include experimentation; moving from
dependence to interdependence, social relationships, psychological changes and sexual
maturity, and a re-evaluation of values.

Program
Support

The Venturing Division has designed literature, audiovisuals, training, activities, and awards to
support Venturing crews and ships.

Literature and audiovisuals. A variety of books, pamphlets, and videos have been developed to
assist with organization, program, leadership, and activities. In particular, the Venturing Leader
Manual will support leadership and planning.

Training. Venturing Leader Specific Training (for Adults), Venturing Leadership Skills Course (for
youth), and monthly roundtables will be available to improve and enrich Venturing crew programs. A
weeklong high-adventure skills course for Venturing Advisors called Powder Horn is available
annually. The weeklong Nature of Leadership High-Adventure Treks program is available from host
councils across the country to teach experience-based leadership skills.

Advancement Awards. A variety of awards are available to Venturers who accomplish specific
advancement achievements. These awards include:

Venturing Bronze Awards Venturing Ranger Award
Venturing Gold Award Sea Scouting Quartermaster Award
Venturing Silver Award

Recognition Awards. Those awards that are designed to provide recognition for youth and adults
include:
Venturing Leadership Award
Venturing Advisor Award of Merit

Uniforms. The BSA Supply Division offers the traditional spruce-green uniform shirt for Venturers.  It
is recommended that crews adopt a charcoal gray casual pants and/or backpacking-style shorts for their
uniform. However, each crew may determine what, if any, specific uniform pants or shorts they will
wear based on crew activities.

BSA Councils. Venturing crews and ships are supported by local BSA councils, which provide staff
and volunteer support, operate service centers and camps, and conduct training and activities.

Liability Insurance. The Boy Scouts of America has liability insurance that covers leaders and
organizations to which Venturing crews and shops are chartered. Accident and medical coverage are
not included but are available through local BSA councils at a modest cost.

For additional information and support on organizing a new Venturing crew or Sea Scout ship,
contact your local Boy Scouts of America service center or the Venturing Division, at the national
office, Boy Scouts of America.

• 

 • 

• 
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Merit Badge Program

Background
and Purposes

As chartered by the Congress of the United States, the Boy Scouts of
America is a movement dedicated to supplementing and enlarging the
education of youth. The merit badge program, which provides opportunities
for youth to explore more than 100 fields of skill and knowledge, plays a key
role in the fulfillment of this educational commitment.

A vital part of the BSA’s advancement plan, the merit badge program is one of
Scouting’s basic character-building tools. Through participation in the program
(which may begin immediately upon registration in a troop or team), a Scout
acquires the kind of self-confidence that comes only from overcoming
obstacles to achieve a goal. Instruction is offered in everything from animal
science and public speaking to swimming and communications, providing a
young man with invaluable career, physical, and interpersonal skills.

Merit Badge
Pamphlets

Each merit badge subject is outlined and explained in a pamphlet that contains
short, introductory information written for Boy Scouts/Varsity Scouts by
recognized authorities. More than a million pamphlets are sold yearly, and
many are used as approved reference texts in libraries and school curricula.

Counselors People who are knowledgeable about the various merit badge subjects are
selected, approved, and trained by council and district advancement
committees to serve as merit badge counselors. For example, a dentist might
be asked to serve as a counselor for the Dentistry merit badge. A counselor
must not only possess the necessary technical knowledge but have a solid
understanding of the needs, interests, and abilities of Scouts. A counselor
must also be a registered adult with the BSA.

Procedure When a Scout has an interest in earning a particular merit badge, he obtains
his Scoutmaster’s/Varsity Scout Coach’s approval and identifies another
Scout with similar interests to become his partner. They are then directed to
the appropriate merit badge counselor. The counselor reviews the badge
requirements with the young men and decides with them what projects should
be undertaken and when they should be completed. After the counselor has
certified that the Scouts have qualified for the merit badge, it is presented to
them at a troop/team meeting and can be applied toward rank advancement.

Badges for
Eagle

To qualify for the Eagle Scout Award, Scouting’s highest advancement rank, a
Scout must—along with meeting five other requirements—earn a total of 21
merit badges, including First Aid, Citizenship in the Community, Citizenship in
the Nation, Citizenship in the World, Communications, Personal Fitness,
Emergency Preparedness OR Lifesaving, Environmental Science, Personal
Management, Camping, Hiking OR Cycling OR Swimming and Family Life.

New Badges To meet the changing interests of boys, new merit badges are added from time
to time. In addition, all merit badges are reviewed and revised periodically.
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MERIT BADGE 2001
TOTAL 1911
THROUGH

2001

Agribusiness 43 6,692 Insect Study 1,525 132,302
American Business 608 44,351 Journalism 1,021 90,952
American Cultures 1,940 34,841 Landscape Architecture 2,814 57,596
American Heritage 5,164 90,390 Law 4,977 101,701
American Labor 619 12,351 Leatherwork 61,001 1,754,611
Animal Science 3,220 15,829 Lifesaving 32,651 2,660,172
Archaeology 3,372 68,020 Machinery* 6 175,310
Archery 41,076 1,003,132 Mammal Study 29,258 815,478
Architecture 1,993 178,989 Masonry* 16 160,142
Art 30,603 906,443 Medicine 2,901 23,259
Astronomy 16,891 458,838 Metals Engineering* 685 29,761
Athletics 4,258 1,012,376 Metalwork 29,179 977,087
Atomic Energy 5,106 108,441 Model Design and Building 2,009 185,633
Auto Mechanics 8,069 50,818 Motorboating 12,992 413,822
Aviation 18,297 357,044 Music 12,748 1,122,935
Backpacking 6,175 148,036 Nature 13,360 1,450,798
Basketry 53,473 2,041,877 Oceanography 7,731 156,406
Beekeeping* 10 60,211 Orienteering 22,430 551,395
Bird Study 3,097 506,750 Painting 3,753 501,042
Botany* 5 87,473 Personal Fitness 54,162 1,772,038
Bugling 888 161,252 Personal Management 46,940 1,129,914
Camping 68,997 3,853,865 Pets 6,803 573,903
Canoeing 47,691 2,483,333 Photography 6,266 325,352
Chemistry 5,396 253,445 Pioneering 25,966 2,114,102
Cinematography 2,946 30,237 Plant Science 409 24,660
Citizenship in the Community 65,463 2,722,497 Plumbing 5,013 314,886
Citizenship in the Nation 68,626 2,398,126 Pottery 14,707 246,302
Citizenship in the World 64,878 1,430,324 Public Health 1,221 1,496,336
Climbing 24,148 103,360 Public Speaking 2,492 567,848
Coin Collecting 5,406 423,428 Pulp and Paper 2,761 54,838
Collections 6,511 72,473 Rabbit Raising* 15 137,280
Communications 60,560 1,301,269 Radio 3,623 94,552
Computers 18,421 323,441 Railroading 5,800 143,573
Consumer Buying* 9 26,962 Reading 7,585 1,396,876
Cooking 40,091 3,906,138 Reptile and Amphibian Study 10,842 513,142
Crime Prevention 6,281 41,682 Rifle and Shotgun Shooting* 0 314,538
Cycling 9,004 480,114 Rifle Shooting 46,417 672,700
Dentistry 3,866 80,352 Rowing 18,843 1,508,349
Disabilities Awareness 2,783 58,684 Safety 5,451 2,880,511
Dog Care 3,799 387,059 Salesmanship 4,943 250,055
Drafting 1,552 205,345 Scholarship 6,423 1,191,421
Electricity 10,751 660,948 Sculpture 5,825 165,326
Electronics 4,824 131,509 Shotgun Shooting 18,192 201,442
Emergency Preparedness 51,216 1,194,669 Skating 5,857 126,255
Energy 1,812 40,972 Skiing 159 260,876
Engineering 2,561 55,573 Small-Boat Sailing 16,410 412,751
Entrepreneurship 915 2,732 Snow Sports 13,277 31,125
Environmental Science 70,974 1,754,386 Soil and Water Conservation 12,651 934,505
Family Life 54,303 447,222 Space Exploration 18,407 268,524
Farm Mechanics 1,803 191,662 Sports 12,162 1,005,628
Fingerprinting 45,954 1,080,367 Stamp Collecting 992 374,383
Firemanship 11,481 2,421,849 Surveying 934 134,383
First Aid 96,965 5,817,974 Swimming 70,626 5,286,628
Fish and Wildlife Management 15,425 455,101 Textile 2,609 96,498
Fishing 31,123 1,609,635 Theater 1,392 55,531
Forestry 15,678 947,007 Traffic Safety 3,084 76,472
Gardening 2,089 360,761 Truck Transportation 2,869 96,090
Genealogy 5,309 159,983 Veterinary Science 2,065 39,959
General Science* 18 52,786 Water Skiing 4,097 194,826
Geology 16,334 377,703 Weather 14,502 356,469
Golf 6,223 84,188 Whitewater 3,212 37,792
Graphic Arts 1,799 16,865 Wilderness Survival 38,866 1,077,432
Hiking 10,126 1,223,172 Wood Carving 43,747 1,679,002
Home Repairs 6,497 2,351,420 Woodwork 4,037 905,304
Horsemanship 11,278 479,783 Unclassified 8 10,324,864
Indian Lore 28,552 820,322

TOTAL 2,029,064 103,415,920

* discontinued


